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ASPIRE of South West Missouri (Joplin, MO) 
 
“The tornados did not stop us, they only made us stronger,” said Leticia Vowels, Executive  
Director with ASPIRE of South West Missouri (SWMO).  Missouri experienced a very        
challenging year because of the tornados that hit the South West part of the state. Board 
members were thrilled that they could keep the program moving forward by providing 12 
Fall scholarships to single parents, in the amount of $9,000.  
 
Many of the recipients are also first-generation college graduates. ASPIRE of SWMO,     
affiliated on June 23, 2009, is making a difference and breaking the cycle of poverty 
through attainment of higher education.  Examples of SWMO’s success include a single 
parent that first received a scholarship two years ago. Her commitment to education  
inspired her daughter to enroll in college thus breaking the cycle for this family.  Another 
2012 graduate was gainfully employed as a public school teacher and recently           
purchased her first home.  The words of   Leticia Vowels are so true: “We are making an 
enormous difference in the lives of families today that will impact future generations. We 
are thankful that this program exists.” 

Signing the Affiliate Agreement 

ASPIRE of Tarrant County Texas          

Board of Directors 

Christine Zini, Ray Feyen, Carol Feyen, Marjorie Marugg-Wolfe 

On November 1, 2012 the first Texas Affiliate was 
established.  The affiliate is located in the Dallas/
Fort Worth metropolitan area and will go by the 
name of ASPIRE of Tarrant County Texas.  35.1% 
of Tarrant County families that have a female 
head of household with children under the age 
of 18  live in poverty, according to the US Census 
Bureau.   
 

Carol Feyen, one of the original scholarship     
recipients of the Single Parent Scholarship Fund 
of Benton County in Arkansas, spearheaded the 
development of the Affiliate.  She is truly model-
ing what it means to “pay it forward”. 

*stepup 
 

 



 

 

Page 2 

ASPIRE of North Delta Mississippi (Clarksdale, MS) 
 
ASPIRE of NDMS is really taking off!  Since being affiliated on November 30, 
2011, they have already awarded 8 scholarships, totaling $7,500!  ASPIRE of 
NDMS is also planning a Christmas party for their recipients.  Community 
leaders will be invited to participate and learn more about the organiza-
tion.  As Jean Duff, Board Secretary and recently retired educator, said, 
“When I learned about ASPIRE from the Delta Bridge Project, I felt that    
ASPIRE was a program that could really meet the goals of the Project's    
education team. Through analyzing the needs in the Delta, it was very    
apparent to all that education is the key to getting folks out of poverty. If 
we can encourage and assist single parents in a tangible way and keep 
them in school, it will have far reaching positive effects for them and their 
children. I believe that ASPIRE has the potential to change the future of   
single parents and their families and it is keeping me involved in education 
in a way that is very rewarding. Being a part of an organization that has 
such a bright future for affecting change in the Delta is a privilege!” 

 
ASPIRE of North Delta Mississippi has a great group of board members. Representatives from 
education, law, banking, and social services are forming a group which has the experience 
and skills to make the ASPIRE program in the North Delta a successful program for achieving its 
goals. “Seeing the first set of awards go out has really been exciting for us. Months of planning 
are now paying off! We look forward to seeing more and more applications and being able 
to put the Delta Bridge Project grant award to good use in providing scholarships for            
Coahoma County students.” 

ASPIRE of Metro Atlanta (Atlanta, GA)  
 

Amy Hinton 
ASPIRE of Metro Atlanta 
 

Business Management 

Expected graduation date: April 2013 
 

 

“The ASPIRE scholarship support has afforded me an          
opportunity to pursue a college degree in Business Management. 
I relocated to Georgia and that was the best decision I have ever 
made in my life!“ 

Amy is a single parent with two growing daughters.  
 

What influenced you to enroll in college?  
The opportunity was presented to me and I took advantage 
of this blessing to enroll in college.  
 

What was your inspiration to choose your degree? 
I evaluated all of my options and saw that I had all this  
experience, passion, and desire in Administrative office and 
clerical work, as well as in leadership, training and support 
knowledge.  I know that one day with all of this knowledge 
and experience that I have retained, I will own and operate 
my own non-profit organization to help assist single    
homeless mothers.  

What is the meaning of a college education? 
A college education gives me the opportunity to demon-
strate to employers that I have the skills required to make 
their company a success.  
 

What is the most memorable experience of this journey? 
Maintaining a 3.85 GPA and achieving a task I never knew I 
could achieve.  
 

What advice would you give other single parents on their 
educational path? 
I would recommend to other single parents that they  keep 
the faith, believe in their dreams and trust God.  

 

How were you able to use the ASPIRE scholarship? 
I was able to pay some household expenses like my rent.  

Amy and her daughter, Ambria 

Jean Duff 
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When we can  
no longer change  

a situation,  
we are challenged  

to change ourselves.   
 
        -Viktor Frankel 
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Barbara Pitts Riley, Field Representative, is       

working to develop Affiliates in other states and 

providing support to those already established. 

She has  over 25 years of community                  

development/organizing experience. Barbara  

has trained at the John F. Kennedy School of 

Government and Grambling State University. She 

is married to Johnny Riley and divides her time 

between residences in Texarkana, TX and       

Monroe, LA. 

Original Board Members leave a leadership legacy 

ASPIRE will miss the leadership and dedication of the original board  

members who have worked with the staff since 2008 to develop ASPIRE 

and to get ASPIRE established.  With a strong Board in place beginning in 

2013, all original Board members will be leaving, giving the new Board 

and Staff opportunities to continue to grow even larger than the six-state 

affiliates now orga-

nized.  Congratulations 

on your leadership in 

successfully develop-

ing this tremendous 

national program and 

to handing it to a new 

leadership team which 

will grow even larger 

and stronger. 

 

 
Steve Brown, Marjorie Marugg-Wolfe, President; Yvonne Cooper, Joe Chumbler 

Abbey Stone joined the ASPIRE team in         

October 2012 as the Executive Assistant. She is 

an Arkansas native that graduated from the      

University of Central Arkansas in 2006 with her 

B.B.A. in Marketing, and received her MBA in 

2007. She is an excellent organizer and her   

previous experience as a college professor will 

serve ASPIRE, the Affiliates, Surviving Spouse 

Scholarship recipients, and the Board. 

 

Affiliates to Receive Improved Assistance with 

New Office Staff 

Kristen and Cameron 
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Surviving Spouse Scholarship Expands from Coast to Coast  

Scholarships serving surviving spouses of the Iraq and         

Afghanistan wars are expanding rapidly.  This program 

was quickly adopted by ASPIRE when presented by 

Board    member John Suttle of BAE Systems, Inc. Starting 

with 5 original recipients, 

we are now able to pro-

vide assistance to 13 

widows! These women 

have shown courage, 

strength, and dedication 

to improving their        

circumstances through education.  

Many of these women have faced overwhelming hardship  but their determination to       

provide opportunities for their children’s future was much greater.  

BAE—Stepped Up Again 

BAE Systems, Inc. leadership has stepped up again by providing Information Technology 

equipment for the ASPIRE program. ASPIRE’s vision is developing Affiliates to provide scholar-

ships to single parents, and BAE’s Surviving Spouses Scholarship Program provides scholarships 

to single parents who have lost a spouse in Operation Enduring Freedom or Operation Iraqi 

Freedom. This program will afford individuals the opportunity to further their education by 

providing a holistic approach to continuing education.  Some of the things ASPIRE received 

were: a projector, projector screen, printer, webcams, cell phones and iPads.  Thank you, BAE 

leadership, for your support! 

From surviving spouses 

to our donors— Thank 

you for your financial 

support; it has helped 

change my life! ~ Eli 

Partnership with the Foundation for the Mid South 

The Foundation for the Mid South met 

with Christine Zini and Barbara Pitts Riley 

in August to discuss plans for additional 

ASPIRE Affiliates in Mississippi and        

Louisiana.   
 

Grant funding from the Foundation in 

2011, enabled ASPIRE to establish ASPIRE 

of North Delta Mississippi in Clarksdale, 

and meet with community leaders in 

both states to begin laying the ground 

work for additional development.   
 

2013 target cities include: Monroe, LA & 

Jackson, MS. 

Dina, Amanda & Eli 

 

 

Thank you to all our donors for making 2012  
such a great success.  Because of your  

generosity, ASPIRE was able to award $114,400  
in scholarships!  Please consider making a  
end-of-year gift so many more deserving  
single parents can be helped during 2013.   
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ASPIRE AFFILIATES 
 

ASPIRE of Southwest Missouri   
 

ASPIRE of Green Country Oklahoma 
 

ASPIRE of North Delta Mississippi 
 

ASPIRE of Metro Atlanta Georgia 
 

ASPIRE of San Francisco California 
 

ASPIRE of Tarrant County Texas 

Impact the lives of single 

parent families? 
 

 Spread the word about ASPIRE 

 Volunteer as a mentor  

 Become a board or committee member 

of National ASPIRE or a local affiliate 

Christine Zini, Executive Director, Christie Vogel, 

and Marjorie Wolfe, President.  

Welcome to our new National 2013 Board Members 

 

Cynthia Burns, Board Treasurer, has over eight years’ experience in auditing 

governmental and not-for-profit entities.   She graduated from Harding          

University in Searcy, Arkansas in 1984 where she earned a B.B.A. degree in     

Accounting.  Her professional memberships include the American Institute of 

Certified Public Accountants, the Arkansas Society of Certified Public             

Accountants, and the Governmental Finance Officers Association. 

  

 

Melissa Haynal, Surviving Spouse Committee Chair, is Vice President 

of Arvest Bank and a Client Advisor – Trust Specialist with Arvest Asset  

Management, the Trust, Investment, and Insurance division of Arvest Bank. 

As a non-traditional student, Melissa earned her Bachelor of Science      

degree in Organizational Management from John Brown University’s      

Advance Placement Program in 1996.  Melissa has many military contacts 

and is tremendously productive in the Surviving Spouse program. 
 

  

 

Debbie Walker, Fundraising Committee Chair, is the former Executive          

Director for the Willard and Pat Walker Charitable Foundation. Debbie was     

recognized in the March, 2008 AY Magazine as one of the Twelve Most          

Powerful Women in Arkansas. In 2009, the University of Arkansas recognized     

her as Volunteer of the Year.  She is a passionate advocate for healthcare     

and education.  She has two children, Austin and Clancy, and one grandson, 

Braxton. 

ASPIRE of Metro Atlanta Georgia Awards Surviving Spouse Recipient 
 

ASPIRE of Metro Atlanta Georgia is our first Affiliate to award a scholarship to one of our 

Surviving Spouse recipients.  Laura Gomez was awarded a BAE Surviving Spouse scholar-

ship for the Fall 2012 semester.  Laura has two children, Aaron and Abigail.  She is in the 

nursing program and anticipates graduating in May 2014.   
 

Laura is fortunate to have the Atlanta Affiliate close by.  If she should have an immediate 

need, they are ready to provide additional support or direct her to another source of 

help.  Number one on ASPIRE’s Christmas wish list is to have an Affiliate close to all of our 

other 12 Surviving Spouse recipients.  Please contact our office if you would like more   

information on how to establish an Affiliate in your community. 

 

 



 

 

479.973.0800 (p)    

866.973.0805 (tf)  

 

Christine@aspireus.org 

www.aspireus.org  

 

 
20 East Center Street    
Fayetteville, AR 72701 

 

By investing in ASPIRE, 
you will be providing  
hope to real people   
who will be empowered 
through education, thus   
bringing significant 
c h a n g e  t o  t h e                
u n d e r s e r v e d  a n d           
o p p r e s s e d  s i n g l e          
parents in our    nation. 
Your gift will live on in 
t r a n s f o r m e d  a n d        
grateful individuals.  As 
we have witnessed over 
and over, when single     
p a r e n t s  b e c o m e             
financially stable, they 
wholeheartedly give 
back to the communities 
that made their dream of     
education a reality.   


